BAPTISM CELEBRATION
PLAYBOOK



CREATING AN UNFORGETTABLE BAPTISM
SUNDAY

One of the greatest moments in the life of a church is Baptism Sunday. Baptism is
more than a church tradition—it is a public declaration that Jesus has changed
someone's life. Every baptism represents a person moving from death to life, and
that deserves to be celebrated.

Healthy churches don't simply perform baptisms; they create experiences that
people never forget.

When Baptism Sunday is done well:

« New believers feel celebrated and welcomed into God's family.

. Families and friends witness the transforming power of Jesus.

« The churchisreminded why it exists—to make disciples.

« Guests see authentic life changes.

. Baptism becomes something people look forward to instead of something
they quietly participate in.



Part 1: SCHEDULE BAPTISM SUNDAYS
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

Don't wait until people sign up before putting Baptism Sunday on the calendar.
Healthy churches schedule baptisms first and trust God to fill the baptism tank.

When churches only schedule baptisms after people express interest, they
unintentionally communicate that baptism is an occasional event rather than an
expected next step of following Jesus.

When people know Baptism Sunday is already coming, they begin preparing
mentally and spiritually.

Many churches discover that most people sign up during the final week after
hearing the reminders.

Practical Ideas

+ Schedule Baptism Sundays several months in advance.

. Include them on the annual church calendar.

« Announce them every week leading up to the event.

« Continue promoting them even if no one has signed up yet.
« Trust that many people will respond as the date approaches.

Example

A church has zero baptisms registered three weeks before Baptism Sunday.

Instead of canceling the service, they continue promoting it every Sunday and on
social media.

During the final week, six people signed up because they finally felt ready.



PART 2: BUILD ANTICIPATION BEFORE
SUNDAY

Great celebrations begin before people walk into church. Excitement doesn't
happen accidentally—it is created intentionally. People prepare emotionally for
what they anticipate.

When Baptism Sunday feels like a major celebration, people invite family members,
coworkers, neighbors, and friends to witness one of the most meaningful days of

their lives.
Practical Ideas

. Begin promotion two to three weeks in advance.

« Create social media graphics.

« Show announcement slides each Sunday.

« Personally invite families of those being baptized.

. Encourage the church to invite guests.

« Share previous baptism photos and testimony clips.

Example

Instead of saying:
"We have baptisms next Sunday."”
Say:

"Next Sunday is one of our favorite Sundays of the year! We'll celebrate people
whose lives have been transformed by Jesus. Invite someone to experience this
incredible day with you."



PART 3: PREPARE EVERY CANDIDATE
BEFORE BAPTISM SUNDAY

Preparation creates confidence. No one should arrive wondering what happens
next.

Many people being baptized have never participated in a baptism before. Clear
instructions eliminate anxiety and allow them to focus on what really matters—
celebrating their faith in Jesus.

Practical Ideas

Meet with every baptism candidate either during a short baptism class earlier in
the week or before church on Baptism Sunday.

Review:

« The biblical meaning of baptism.

«  What will happen during the service.

«  Where to change clothes.

« What to bring.

«  Where family members should sit.

. How to enter and exit the baptism area.

«  When photos will be taken.

« Any testimony or interview questions.

« Answer questions and pray together before the service begins.

Example

Thirty minutes before service, the pastor gathers everyone being baptized.

They laugh together, answer last-minute questions, pray together, and remind
everyone:

"Today isn't about perfection—it's about publicly declaring what Jesus has
already done."

Everyone walks into the service feeling confident instead of nervous.



PART 4: TELL THE STORY BEHIND EVERY
BAPTISM

People celebrate stories, not ceremonies. Water doesn't change lives. Jesus does.

The testimony is what connects hearts. People remember stories of redemption far
longer than they remember announcements.

Practical Ideas

Use:

« Two-minute testimony videos
. Live interviews
«  Written testimonies read by the pastor

Focus on:

« My life before Christ

. How | met Jesus

«  What Jesus changed

- Why I'm being baptized today

Example

In the weeks leading up to baptism celebration, all of the candidates record a 60-90
second video testimony about what God has done in their life and why they are
getting baptized. During the service, the testimony video plays as the person
makes their way to the baptism tank.



PART 5: CELEBRATE LIKE HEAVEN
CELEBRATES

If heaven celebrates salvation, the church should too. Your celebration teaches
your church what matters most.

If the church applauds louder for a building project, than for a changed life,
something is out of balance.

Practical Ideas

Encourage:

« Standing ovations
. Loud applause

« Celebration music
« Smiles

« Cheering

Tell the congregation ahead of time:

"Every baptism represents someone's forever being changed. Let's celebrate every
single one."

Example

As each person comes out of the water, the worship band begins playing, the
congregation stands, and applause fills the room.

Guests immediately recognize this church values life change.



PART 6: HONOR EVERY PERSON BEING
BAPTIZED

Make this one of the most memorable days of their spiritual journey. Many people
have never been publicly celebrated for anything in their lives. This moment
becomes a milestone they will remember forever.

Practical Ideas

Provide every person with:

« A professionally printed Baptism Certificate
« The person's full name

. Name of the church

. Date of baptism

. Pastor's signature

« Church logo (if available)

Also consider:

. Photographs

« A Bible or devotional gift

« Church T-shirt

. Prayer with pastors after baptism

Encourage them to frame the certificate at home as a reminder of their public
commitment to Christ.

Example

Prior to baptism service, each candidate gets a t-shirt to wear that day.

After service, each person receives a beautiful certificate signed by the pastor and a
link to digital photos of their baptism.



PART 7: END WITH A CHURCH-WIDE
CELEBRATION

Don't let the celebration end when the last person leaves the baptism tank.
Celebration creates culture. When the church lingers to celebrate life change,
Baptism Sunday becomes one of the highlights of the year.

Practical Ideas

After service:

« Set up a photo backdrop.

. Encourage families to take pictures.

. Serve cookies, cupcakes, or refreshments.

. Have pastors available to congratulate everyone.
. Post photos on social media (with permission).

« Celebrate each person again before dismissal.

Example

After service have a small reception for people to congratulate those who got
baptized and celebrate together.



